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MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear Friends, 

Surveys show that most people acknowledge some sense of 
“spirituality” and many search through a variety of religious groups 
in the hope of finding a religion that will satisfy their needs. The 
mistake is in believing that any group, simply through its rules and 
rituals, will solve our problems and make us happy. It's as if there is 
a dimension missing from our lives and we see life like a 
photograph but never really capture the truth of the moment. Nice 
as photographs are in recalling an occasion, the pictures that last 
are the ones etched deep in our minds and souls; these pictures 
conjure up not just the look of an event but the smell, taste, sound, 
atmosphere and emotion of it all. 

The life which Jesus offers is not a two- or three-dimensional life 
but a life in the eternity of God's Holy Spirit which permeates all 
dimensions of our existence. In the Bible the whole of life, with all 
its joys and sorrows, is revealed and following Jesus Christ leads 
us beyond mere existence to true fullness of life. Everything is 
declared to be under God's care and his Son reaches out to all 
people bringing good news for the poor and freedom to those who 
are trapped in the harsh realities of three dimensions. 

Churches are so often listed in directories under leisure industries, 
along with sport, dancing, pubs etc. but religion isn't just a spare 
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time activity when the day’s work is done. God, in whose image we 
believe we are made, demands that we acknowledge another 
dimension to every part of our lives. If we let the Holy Spirit guide 
what we do, then God offers us a new perspective, and each new 
perspective opens up new possibilities. 

As churches work together to share in the mission of Christ, then 
this spiritual dimension to the life of our town is made clear and our 
work develops tremendous potential. There is much already to 
celebrate but unless we breathe in rhythm with God’s Spirit, we will 
only have the earthly dimensions of power to bring about change 
for the better in our communities. 

God’s Holy Spirit gives the breath of life to all creatures and is sent 
from God at Christ's request to breathe a new quality of life into 
those who know Him, but as Paul says "How can they come to 
believe, if they have never heard ?" (Romans 10:14). We need to 
communicate our faith in many different ways, and this should be 
as natural to us as breathing. So let us be a breath of fresh air to 
all we meet, and may we also find ourselves surprised and 
refreshed by the new things God’s spirit is doing.

As we support and encourage one another we will learn about and 
explore the best ways forward. All our prayers are needed and our 
discussions as a Methodist Circuit will play a vital part in 
discerning the shape of future Christian work and witness in Leeds 
North & East. Each one of us adds a unique dimension.

Every blessing,  

Tanya



3

WORSHIP IN JUNE 
Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 
  5  June 10.30 Local Arrangement  Pentecost 
12  June 10.30 Mr John Summerwill  
19  June 10.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion
26  June 10.30 Mr Steven Jones   
  18.30 St Andrews Church  Ecumenical Service 
  
Shadwell: 
  5  June 9.30 Mr Andy Birkett  Pentecost  
12  June  9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion  
19  June  9.30 Revd David Goodall 
26  June 9.30 Revd Phil Chilvers 

Messy Church at Lidgett and Shadwell 4.00 pm 1st June 

BOOKS – A MEDITATION 
  
Most of us, I am sure, like reading books. And when we come to 
think about it, we realise what a wonderful thing a book is. During 
the time that you are reading, someone else's thoughts and ideas 
are being transferred into your mind. The words and sentences that 
you are reading tell a story, paint a picture, suggest new ideas, 
stimulate new plans of action which become yours, but which did 
not originate with you. In this way the thoughts of one person can 
potentially influence the thinking and actions  of other people, 
maybe ultimately millions. A veritable miracle! 
  
However, at this point we must recognise a potential danger, since 
we have the freedom to choose what books and authors we read, 
and which will influence our thinking. We can meld our mind with 
that of Jesus, or with Socrates roaming Grecian marketplaces. We 
can travel to any land we wish in any historical period and relate 
with the thoughtful people of that age – be entertained by their wit, 
enlightened by their insights, dislodged  from our prejudices by the 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches, 
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s 

Lord God


In this season of Pentecost and Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum Jubilee 
may we give thanks for the joy of life and service.

 

May we all, as individuals and churches ,seek to serve You in our 
communities and beyond.

 

May we also remember all in need at this time and through our 
actions and prayers support them.

 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 


A NEW VENTURE 
'Come & ReFRESH’ Mondays 9.30-12.30 
Natter Cafe.  
Light bites, good coffee and teas & friendly conversation. 
All are welcome! 
Moortown Methodist Church Centre 
Alderton Rise, Leeds, LS17 5LH. 

brilliance of their outlooks. What a privilege! But we could also 
choose to embrace writers holding extremist political, social or 
religious views which advocate hatred, marginalisation and 
injustice. A 1960's slogan, which some of us may remember 
stated ' You are what you eat '. But it is probably truer to say that ' 
You are what you read '. 
  
Care in choosing what we read is clearly important and therefore 
requires much thought since it influences, to some extent, the 
kind of person that we strive to be. 
  
Gerry Leake 
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SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS 
It’s good to be able to restart the Saturday coffee mornings and to 
see how much they are appreciated. 
We are aware that the prices for tea, coffee and and a biscuit 
haven’t been increased for some time. Apart from the social side of 
meeting, it was intended that the coffee mornings should also 
contribute to project funds. 
We are also aware that many people will struggle with the 
increasing cost of fuel and food. A compromise seems to be to 
request donations rather than a set price but to suggest a minimum 
of the current price (£1.50 for filter coffee and £1.20 for tea and 
instant coffee, both including biscuits). 
Any donations above the basic price will be gratefully received. 
Many thanks for your support. 

Liz Pearson & the refreshment team. 

LIDGETT PARK TODDLER GROUP 

Lidgett Park Toddler group is a small, very friendly group that meet every 
Thursday between 10.00 and 11.30 pm during term time, providing play, 
activities and friendship. We meet in the Youth hall and meet Covid 
restrictions. The cost is £3 per family group of no more than two children 
per family. We cater for mums, dads, carers and grandparents who may 
be providing child care. 

We provide unlimited amounts of tea, coffee, juice, biscuits and chat. 
Contact Jan Sanders for further information, 
janetsanders2014@outlook.com 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 
17th June  This is the date of our AGM.  Rev. Tanya will chair the 
meeting so we are looking forward to that.  Please do make an 
effort to come along and give your opinions, there are a lot of 
decisions to be made and your views would be valuable.  The 
meeting is in the usual place - the Community Hall at 10.30 am. 
Lynne and Anne 
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BOOK REVIEW 

“If These Stones Could Talk” the History of Christianity in Britain 
and Ireland through twenty buildings by Peter Stanford  
Published 2021   (384 pages) 

Each chapter of this book, except the first, is introduced by looking 
at a particular physical building and then describing Christian 
history over the particular century concerned, one hundred years 
for each chapter. I thought this might be impossible to achieve. It 
wasn’t, but some centuries have a lot happening. I found the 
explanations of events very clearly explained. The book clearly 
lends itself to be read with suitable pauses between chapters 
before proceeding! 
 
Having visited such locations as St Paul’s at Jarrow, Canterbury 
Cathedral, the Octagonal Methodist Chapel in Heptonstall, The 
Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool and many more buildings 
whose stones do talk, this book gave me a very comprehensive 
appreciation of society at those times and a better understanding of 
the way people were thinking and behaving. Each chapter ends 
with short descriptions of other buildings relevant to that chapter, 
many not known to me. 
 
This is a serious, well-written book, which explains some complex 
or disturbing ideas in a lucid manner. 

In its final chapter, the twenty-first century, the author starts to 
consider the decline in church attendance over many decades, the 
Covid-19 pandemic and possible environmental catastrophe on the 
way that the use of existing buildings will need to be reconsidered. 
For interest, other books on the history, theology and cultural 
significance of religious ideas by Peter Stanford include:  
“The Devil” – A Biography 
“Judas” – the Troubling History of the Renegade Apostle 
“Martin Luther” – Catholic Dissident 
“Angels”: A History 
Some of these titles seem to suggest these books might not have 
such authenticity, but I’d be interested to hear if any of you have 
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read them. You can borrow my copy of “If these Stones Could Talk”. 
Can I borrow yours? 

Margaret Summerwill 

THE SHAPING OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
  
My earlier articles this year on the Codex Sinaiticus and the Dead 
Sea Scrolls have raised the issue of when and how the Bible came 
together in the form that we know today. So I have decided to 
devote June and July to the Old and New Testaments respectively. 
  
We tend to think of our Old Testament as being simply the Jewish or 
Hebrew Bible. But it isn’t quite as straightforward as that because, 
despite the large amounts of common ground, there are some 
differences in content and in the ordering of the books (which took 
some time to be settled in both Jewish and Christian traditions). 
Additionally, of course, the relative importance of the various books 
is different in each of the faiths and there are inevitably differences 
in the way they are read. Although the earliest surviving manuscript 
of the 24 books of the Hebrew Bible is from the eleventh century, 
what was accepted as ‘in’ and what was regarded as ‘out’ was most 
likely settled by the second century CE. In Judaism, this had been 
arrived at by a process of gradual consensus over several 
centuries, not by any kind of official decision. In this, the Jewish 
Bible differs from the Christian which, although it also developed 
gradually, was ultimately validated— confirmed as a fixed canon – 
by conciliar decree. That, however, did not take place until the fourth 
century. Throughout the period we often refer to as ‘biblical times’, 
there was actually no Bible: it was still in formation. 
  
So one of the reasons why there are differences between the form 
and content of the Jewish Bible and the Christian Old Testament is 
that there was some fluidity in the period when the Christian Bible 
was developing. There wasn’t, in other words, a defined set of texts 
from the time of Christ, with a fixed order, which Christianity could 
choose to take over, reinterpret, and rename as the Old Testament, 
alongside their own still evolving New Testament.  
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Origen (c.185-c.253) was one of the leading figures in giving 
theological shape to the already existing sense in Christian 
tradition that the various Jewish authority-texts, referred to by 
Jesus, Paul and the gospel-writers, indicated a divine plan, which 
had been fulfilled in the coming of Jesus as the Messiah, to which 
the new Christian texts bore witness. Hence, from this time 
onwards, we have an elaborated and theologically grounded 
sense of a New Testament (the New Covenant) that needs to be 
set alongside the Jewish Covenant, as embodied in their writings. 
These books consequently became, in the Christian context, the 
Old Covenant or Old Testament, read and understood as witness 
to a larger plan that had been prefigured (OT) and was now 
fulfilled (NT). 
  
In Judaism today the biblical books are ordered as: The Law (the 
Torah), The Prophets (major and minor) and The Writings (sundry 
works, including the Psalms). Given the new way of reading what it 
understood as the Old Testament, Christianity quickly began to 
give distinctive shape to its collection of ‘Old Testament’ books in 
order to support its interpretative scheme. Thus the Old Testament 
beings with history (as the Jewish Bible does), but ends with the 
prophets, so leading into the New Testament, where the 
prophecies find their fulfilment. The fixity of this new order was 
easily preserved because, exceptionally, Christian Bibles were, 
from the start, always written as sequential texts in books 
(codices), rather than as individual texts on rolls. But that’s a story 
for another time. 
  
Joyce Hill 

LIFE ON THE BREADLINE 
  
I think now more than ever we see in our daily living how poverty 
is an outrage against humanity.  It robs people of dignity, freedom 
and hope, of power over their own lives.  As Christians how do we 
put gospel values of justice and compassion into practice? 
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With all that is in the news regarding prices rising, unemployment 
rising, the ever-rising need on foodbanks to survive,  I invite you 
to come along to our topical Bible study on ‘Life on the Breadline’. 

This Bible study has been developed from the 3 years of Life on 
the Breadline research engaging with Church leaders, Christians, 
and community groups across the UK. 

The course has 6 sessions and follows the same format which is 
planned to take an hour – combining prayer, a short video, a 
Bible passage, guided reflections, discussion questions, and 
take-away actions.  

WEDNESDAYS 10.00-11.00am at Lidgett Park Methodist 
Church in the Vestry 
Dates - 1st June, 15th June and 22nd June. 
Tanya

UPDATE FROM THE COVID TEAM 

Sanitizers will remain in place and all are encouraged to continue 
to use them and to continue with good hand hygiene. Ventilation 
is still a priority and doors and windows remain open. The 
wearing of masks is now a personal choice. We ask that if people 
are unwell they stay at home and keep themselves and others 
well and safe. 

We will keep the seating in the church the same that in the 
central body of the church people can sit where they want and 
who they wish to sit with but the side aisles will remain socially 
distanced with the flowers still present so there is personal 
choice. 

The timing of the service can return to the normal length. All 
guidelines are responsive to the current situation and government 
regulations, and the Covid team will be meeting again in June to 
review things 
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Lidgett Park Drama 
Group 

presents 
‘Once more with Feeling!’

(a café-style entertainment) 
 

on Thursday and Friday 
9/10 June 2022 at 7.30pm 

Tickets £7 – 267 8506 
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SHADWELL METHODISt CHURCH. 

Our Café morning this month on 14th June will be extra 
special, with extended times from 10.30 until 
1.30, and with several stalls selling plants, 
books, and more.  The usual Bacon Butties 
and soup will be augmented with special 

themed delicacies and menu items to link 
this to the celebrations of the Queen’s Jubilee. This should be 
very enjoyable, so please come along and give your support. 

On 25th June we will hold our usual Coffee and Cakes morning, from 10.00 until 
12.00. Our cafes have raised substantial amounts this year towards the Ukraine 
DEC appeal and other charities. All payment is by donation – please consider what 
you would pay elsewhere, and be generous. 

Looking forward to a bumper event. See you there! 

PROJECT NEWS. JUNE 2022. 

As I have mentioned previously, the Project Group are offering a 
Platinum Platter following on from the Coffee Morning on Saturday 
June 4th – the Queen’s Jubilee Weekend. This will be served from 
12 noon and will be available by ticket only for a minimum donation 
of £6 per person. You can buy tickets from myself or Pat Brooke. 
Tickets have to be paid for on purchase, please. 

The lunch will consist of quiche, ham and salad followed by a 
“patriotic pudding”  - sponge cake decorated with red and blue fruits, 
laid on top of fresh cream. Drinks are also included and we promise 
appropriately decorated surroundings! We do have to limit numbers 
so please ensure you grab a ticket as soon as you can! 

It has been good to see so many people returning to the Coffee 
Mornings. The Cake and Fairtrade stalls are now in the Youth Hall – 
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along the top of the hall. Books will still be situated in the foyer/
lounge area since it is much easier for those who are selling the 
books to access the cupboards where the books are stored. 
Coffee will served as currently – made in the Youth Kitchen and 
brought to your table. We are thus hoping that the whole morning 
becomes more cohesive but without becoming as crammed as 
pre-pandemic. If you have any comments to make about this new 
lay-out, please let one of the committee know – we welcome your 
views. 

Having raised funds towards a new dishwasher in the kitchen, I 
am pleased to tell you that this is now in hand and we look forward 
to being able to revert back to china mugs and plates, knowing 
that they can be cleaned to a safe and hygienic standard, 
especially important in these post-pandemic days 

Our committee has not yet been able to book any future concerts 
or other events but we will be looking to offer some during the 
autumn and winter which we hope will help to raise further funds 
and bring people back together again. In the meantime, our thanks 
again for continuing to support the Project and we look forward to 
seeing you all at the next two Coffee Mornings.   

Margaret Farrar (On behalf of the Project Group). 

LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH 

GENERAL CHURCH MEETING 

22nd May 2022 

On the following pages there are the reports of various aspects of 
church life to the General Church Meeting.
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MINISTER’S REPORT– Annual Church Meeting May2022 

Dear friends, 

As I began to think about this, I began thinking what do I write…. 
much of my ministry is spent connecting with people, both within 
and outside the church, and I feel very privileged in people 
sharing with me their stories when I meet with them. I am also 
deeply grateful of our wonderful pastoral team who support me 
greatly in my pastoral work. 

Almost three years ago, I moved to Leeds and your two priorities 
that the church wanted to focus on, set out in your Annual Church 
meeting in May / June 2019, were deepening discipleship and 
connecting with children, young people and families that use our 
premise. This I have continued to do, although COVID slowed 
the work down for over a year. 

Online Messy Church has now been running for 18 months and 
we regularly get between 5-8 families. We are in the process of 
what next and in the summer going to meet outside for a Messy 
Church and discuss with the families can we meet face to face – 
would it work with family commitments? Messy Church is 
advertised to all children’s groups that use our building, and is 
also promoted within the local schools. 

We had our second Easter Trail in the garden this Holy Week, 
which encouraged families to get active and creative in ‘finding’ 
things in the garden and discovering the amazing news of Easter. 

I try to get to our Toddler group as much as I can with the hope 
that I can now re-introduce a monthly biblical story time again. 

During COVID I sent out daily reflections that people have 
commented that they felt helpful in thinking about their faith. This 
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has continued, although now weekly as ministerial activities have 
returned. My thanks go to Mary who writes alongside me and to Val 
who address and posts letter to those not on email. 

Since our last Annual Church Meeting there has been lots of 
opportunities for biblical teaching, discussion and reflection. In the 
Autumn I led a course on Hope, then during Advent we talked of 
‘Unexpected Jesus’. Early this year I led a bible study on 
Medications in Captivity, focusing on Joseph. During Lent our three 
covenanting churches meet for our Lent course on Encountering 
God in the ordinary places. As you read this, we will have just 
begun our new bible study on Life on the Bread Line, covering 
themes of Christian responses to poverty, housing injustice and 
inequality – very much a topically issue. 

The COVID response team has continued to meet regularly, looking 
at how as a Church Community we keep each other safe. This has 
taken a lot of time, something none of us ever predicted and my 
enormous thanks goes to Jackie, Margaret F, Val, Karen and latterly 
Sue and Patricia. 

During the Autumn we had time together to think about what next, 
and two themes came up over and over, that stuck a chord since all 
the lock downs. How can we be generous in offering our garden to 
others and how can we be a listening space to those who need to 
be heard in some way. These I would like us to further talk about 
during our meeting on Sunday 22nd May. 

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks for the care and support 
you have given me during my first year of superintendency as well 
as circuit minister, and all that you offer in your gifts, graces and 
talents to the church. 

Every blessing, Tanya 
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Report to Annual Church Meeting 2022 

From Worship Consultation 

The Covid Group continues to manage the increasing relaxation of 
Covid rules. We are very grateful to them and to all who help 
to keep our premises safe for church members and for the 
many groups now using our premises. 

Holy Communion has begun again in church with new ways of 
administering in order to keep everyone safe. Those on Zoom 
have also now been included and can take communion on 
line. 

Ecumenical services have resumed and the Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday services were very well attended. Revd. Nigel 
Wright is on long term sick leave and we hold him, his family 
and St. Edmund’s in our thoughts and prayers. 

We received into membership Mair Ainsworth in September 2021 
and Becky Todd in February 2022. Jan Chilvers’ membership 
was transferred to Lidgett Park in February 2022. 

A Memorial service was held in October 2021. This was a moving 
service to remember all those who had died and particularly 
those for whom there had been no, or only a limited, funeral. It 
will be our future practice to hold a Memorial service every 
year in October to remember all those who have died but who 
live on in our love. 

The Bibles, Singing the Faith and the Methodist Worship Books 
are all back in the pews. 

Tanya will continue to offer Bible studies lasting for 6 sessions at 
different times and on different days to hopefully suit as many 
people as possible. 

Helen White will take her Sabbatical in April – July and Edward 
Sakwe will take his in June – August. Tanya will be having her 
knee replacement in July. We hope this will be a rewarding 
time for all three of them and we hold them in our prayers. 
This will make life busy for presbyters, local preachers and 
stewards. We shall hold them all in our prayers. 

Patricia Davies 
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LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 

The Group started meeting again on the 21st January 2022 after 
nearly two years of being inactive due to the Covid pandemic.  We 
changed both the day and the hours of our now monthly meetings 
to a Friday morning 10.30 am - 12.00 pm and these times are 
proving popular.  We have tried to avoid booking 'outside' Speakers 
in case we were required to 'lock-down' again, but our own Church 
members have risen to the occasion by providing us with excellent 
entertainment pro tem.  We do not have a President at the moment 
and members of the Committee are sharing the task between them. 
We hope the post will be taken up more permanently next year. 
Sadly, we have had a few resignations from the Committee - Val 
Faint (Treasurer and Committee member), Margaret Sapsworth 
(Social Secretary and Committee member), and Hazel Rayner, 
Margaret Huskisson and Marion Bright (all Committee members).  
We thank them for all the years they have selflessly worked to 
make the Ladies' Group a success.  We are hoping for volunteers 
to maintain the smooth running of the Group in the future, and who 
may bring in some new ideas. 
Lynne Pullein 

PROJECT GROUP. 2021 – 2022. 

The Project Group, like all of us, have been affected by the 
continuing effects of the pandemic. However, during the year we 
have raised £4,000, going to the charities to which the church 
usually gives a donation from church funds.  
We were very sad to lose one of our group members, Jan 
Rippin, early in 2022. Jan had been very supportive of all our 
fund-raising and particularly enjoyed baking and delivering 
during our pandemic monthly bakes. She will be missed by us 
all. 

In November, we were asked if we could host a short concert by 
the YEP Brass Ensemble, which took place after the November 
Saturday Coffee Morning. This gave us a taste of what was to 
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come in the joint Christmas Concert by the band and the Wendel 
Singers. How good it was to sit and enjoy live music again. 

The Saturday Coffee Mornings have continued to play an 
important part in fund-raising and we have been very grateful to 
those who have now taken over the organising of the volunteers 
preparing and serving coffee as well as the volunteers 
themselves. The cake, book and Fairtrade stalls all moved into 
the Gledhow Room or foyer to enable the coffee to be served in a 
safe and well-spaced environment. As from the May Coffee 
Morning, the cakes and Fairtrade will move back into the Youth 
Hall as a trial run.  

In April, Haydn Dalton kindly made bacon butties after the Coffee 
Morning, increasing that Saturday’s total to £470. After the June 
Coffee Morning, the group will be serving a “Platinum Platter” to 
celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee, which we hope will produce even 
more profit! 

Having raised some funds towards a new dishwasher, the Project 
Group is now in the process of purchasing and overseeing its 
installation. We look forward to being able to use non-disposable 
crockery again. 

The group will be looking at further fund-raising events for the 
next year – any ideas will be welcome – as will suggestions as to 
which charity to support in 2022 – 2023.  
Last, but never least, our thanks to you all for your continuing 
support. Margaret Farrar

REPORT FROM THE EDITOR OF THE LINK 
  
During the pandemic we have managed to keep the Link in 
circulation mainly by email, although we have posted or delivered 
by hand to those without internet access and to those who 
specifically requested paper copies. I am very grateful to Val Faint 
for her help in producing the paper copies and to Pat Brooke who 
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has taken on the hand deliveries this year. Without their help the 
production of paper copies would not have been possible. 
  
I am also very grateful to everyone who has submitted material for 
the magazine and ask that you all continue to do this. It is a 
difficult task keeping the content varied and I am conscious that 
some have found some of the articles too academic and too long. I 
do think that they have all been worthwhile, but I appreciate the 
need for variety. However, I can only put in what I receive so it is 
up to you as the readers. Please remember that I must be wary of 
copyright restrictions, safeguarding when it comes to children, 
data protection when it involves personal details and also that 
some transatlantic articles do need some modification in terms of 
language and idiom. If anyone feels able to take on the role of quiz 
person, that would be welcomed by many.  
  
I don’t have the software to edit pdf files and request that articles 
are sent as Word or Open Office files. Pictures are best sent as 
jpeg or png files rather than internet links. I can type up hand-
written articles and will always do this, but it is time-consuming 
and electronic submissions are best if you can manage that. 
For the future, as outlined in the last issue of the Link, we need to 
make a number of changes to the way in which we produce and 
distribute the Link magazine. Bearing in mind the straightened 
financial circumstances of the Church: 
  

·      The Link will be delivered free by email to everybody who 
currently receives it. 

  
·      For those who would like to have a paper copy there will 

have to be a charge and this will be £10 a year which 
should be paid in advance 
  

·      We will only post out or hand deliver copies to those who 
are house bound. Other Church members wishing to 
have paper copies will have them put in the pigeonholes 
at church with their name on them. 
  

Stanley Pearson Editor 
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REPORT OF THE CHURCH PROPERTY COMMITTEE 2022 

The Property Committee carries responsibility for ensuring the 
maintenance of the fabric of the Church and all the associated 
buildings.  

This report covers the matters that the Property Committee has 
been dealing with since the last Church General Meeting in 
September 2021. The replacement of the windows in the youth hall 
with new UPVC windows had been completed during the summer 
of 2021 and the general view is that this has been a worthwhile 
improvement. 

Work on the Lidgett Park entrance to the Church (the Church 
Project – Open Welcome) is still not quite complete. We used the 
opportunity of this scheme to replace the lead roofing on the Church 
tower, which was leaking, and we now have a new lead roof in 
place which should last us for the next 100 years. We have 
dispensed with the contractor who did most of the work on the front 
entrance as he has not completed the outstanding work and we are 
looking for someone else to complete the outstanding snagging 
work. 

The Church membership has agreed that we should replace the 
current ‘visual system and screen’ at the front of the church. 
Members of the property committee and others have discussed the 
best way to do this and decided that two large television screens, 
one mounted on either side at the front of the Chancel, would be 
the best arrangement. They would be closer to the congregation 
and give a better view than the existing screen on the window at the 
back of the chancel. This installation is about to take place and the 
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screens may be in place by the General Church Meeting at the 
end of May. 

There is an area in the main car park where the asphalt has 
deteriorated, and the depression fills with water after a heavy 
rainfall. Property Committee members are exploring the best way 
of dealing with this. A ‘patch’ is unlikely to last for long. An 
excavation and refilling and resurfacing is likely to be expensive.  

There is still work outstanding on the 2020 quinquennial 
inspection. Property Committee members are looking at repairing 
the faults on the downpipes and drains around the Church. The 
recent storms damaged some of the boundary fencing facing 
Lidgett Place and we are grateful to the church members who 
undertook the repairs 

Jackie Bennett and Patricia Davies have played a major role in 
bring back external users to our premises and reinstating the 
income we lost when covid prevented their use over the last two 
years. We are very grateful.  

Members of the property committee (with some assistance from 
other church members) carry out a wide range of tasks 
themselves, minor repairs, boiler checks, meter readings, and 
gardening and ground maintenance. We are grateful for all they 
do.  Graham Saunders, Chairman, 4 May 2022 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN 
The amount collected by Home Collection boxes in 2021/22 was 
£597.49p. Many thanks to all the collectors for their generous 
support in the difficult times when loose change was not often 
available. Peter Bennett  
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UPDATE ON THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE CHURCH  
(as at 5 /May /2022) 

This brief report provides an overview of the financial position of the 
church as at the above date. 

The accounts for the year ending 31 August 2021 have now been 
examined and approved and show an excess of expenditure over 
income (deficit)  of £3,789  .This was achieved only after reducing 
our grants and donations to zero (except for special collections). 
This financial  outcome was primarily due to the loss of income 
from rents during the covid restrictions together with declining 
regular income. 

The budget for the current year is also a deficit of about the same 
level (£3,747) assuming we make no grants and donations as per 
last year. However, this year’s church project is raising money for 
organisations we have given grants and donations to in the past. 

As  church activities begin to return to normal, rents have started to 
recover and a replacement for Candystripe is hoping to start 
operating from September 2022. We are also looking at reducing 
some expenditure and the Circuit has agreed to a much lower 
circuit assessment for a year  from September 2022.  

The church has received one legacy for £5000 and another is 
expected later this year. In addition a number of members have 
made one-off donations towards exceptional expenditure such as 
the new screens in church. This means that we can continue to 
maintain and in fact improve  the church premises and grounds to a 
good standard. The main pressure is on regular income to cover 
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routine expenditure such as the circuit assessment, insurances, and 
utility bills including heating and lighting which are currently on fixed 
tariffs. 

It is hoped that the financial position will recover further in 2022/23 
but that is not at all certain given the pressure on prices and 
incomes in the economy as a whole. The church has general  
reserves of around £22,000.  However, we can’t continue to run 
annual deficits without taking further action to balance the books . 

Alan Wittrick (Church Treasurer). 

PASTORAL VISITORS REPORT 

The Pastoral team continue to support our friends as we always 
have.  We are now able to visit face to face. We would welcome 
more volunteers to join our team. We are looking forward to holding 
a Memorial service again at the end of October when everyone will 
be welcome.   

Val Faint 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ROUNDHAY 2022 

During the last two years each church has followed its own method 
of worship and service but now the meetings of Churches Together 
have started again in reality and also the monthly ecumenical 
services to which everyone is welcome.   During Lent there was a 
weekly ecumenical Bible Study and a Walk of Witness on Good 
Friday.  This began at St Andrew’s, then went to St Edmund’s and 
finally to Lidgett Park.  There was a short act of worship at each 
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church with refreshments served at the end.  It is hoped that we will 
now be able to plan for the future. 

Barbara Belsham   

REPORT FROM LIDGETT PARK TODDLER GROUP May 2022 

Lidgett Park Toddler group reopened after Covid closure, last 
October. Numbers were restricted to two children per family group. 
With windows open wide and lots of care taken, we are now open 
from 10.00 am until 11.30 am every Thursday during term time. Our 
group is a fairly small very friendly gathering of grandparents, 
parents, carers, toddlers and babies. Both adults and children have 
developed firm friendships. 

Thanks to a fantastic team of volunteers from Lidgett we are able to 
run a rota system for serving refreshments, setting up and generally 
interacting with the children and adults alike. It’s always lovely to 
see Tanya when she can visit and the children always enjoy her 
stories. 

We all enjoyed a lovely Christmas party based in church, mainly led 
by Tanya which included games, and Christmas story. The children 
enjoyed receiving a knitted angel and a visit from Father Christmas 
(Thank You Irvine) 

New families are always welcome to join us as are new volunteers 
from church. See our Lidgett Park Toddler Group on Facebook. 

Jan Sanders 
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DRAMA GROUP REPORT 2022 – 2023 

After a very long period of meeting on Zoom (many thanks to Mary 
for her technical expertise), the Drama Group was finally able to 
meet as normal at the beginning of this year. 

It is great to be back! 

We are currently working on an evening of sketches, readings and 
music to be performed on Thursday 9th of June and Friday 10th of 
June. This is entitled “Once More With Feeling” and it would be 
great to fill the hall for our comeback performance. 

We hope to see you there! 

Carol Russell 

POSSIBLE CHURCH PROJECT FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 - 
ZARACH 
Zarach is a Leeds-based charity founded a few years ago by Bex 
Wilson who is a deputy head teacher at an inner-city primary 
school in Leeds. It aims to provide beds and bedding for children 
who do not have a bed. 
Bex Wilson realised that a boy in her class was sleeping on a 
cushion which he shared with his brother and which was infested 
with bedbugs. He could not concentrate on his learning as he was 
so tired and itchy. 
  
Bex decided that she needed to do something about this and 
initially she and her father set about delivering the beds. From a 
national survey she realised that Leeds was one of the worst cities 
for children lacking beds and that there were about 5000 children in 
Leeds without proper beds. 
  
The charity works solely through referrals from schools in the area. 
Any school can refer a child to Zarach and they aim to deliver a 
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bed to the child within 48 hours. This enables the child to have a 
proper nights sleep and the opportunity to learn at school. Since 
2017 they have delivered 1700 bed packages to children in Leeds. 
  
A bed package which includes a duvet, cover, sheets and pyjamas 
costs £150 to provide. Everything is new and would normally cost a 
lot more to provide but they have secured sponsorship from various 
companies to reduce the cost. 
  
The charity is gradually expanding to assess children’s needs and 
provide other services to these families. Families may be in this 
position because of illness, unemployment, domestic abuse or 
many other reasons. 
  
Apart from fundraising there are other opportunities for helping this 
charity as each bed package comes with a teddy which needs 
knitting, and increasingly there are opportunities for volunteering. 
  
In the last year or so Bex Wilson has appeared on local and 
national television to explain what the charity do. You can find 
further information at Zarach.org and you can find a short video of a 
Look North interview at  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-leeds-59393704 

Sue Wittrick 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says. Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it 
says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he 
looks like. But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom and continues in it - not forgetting what they have heard 
but doing it - they will be blessed in what they do. James 1: 22-25 
(NIV)

http://zarach.org/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-leeds-59393704
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